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Dorothy L. Sayers (1893–1957), best known for her detective stories 
about Lord Peter Wimsey, was in a circle of friends mainly destined to 
become lifelong friends. They first met together while wartime students 
at Oxford’s Somerville College. In fun, she called the group the “Mutual 
Admiration Society” (MAS), and the name stuck. Outside of the circle 
she also was to become a friend of C.S. Lewis and other contemporary 
writers such as T.S. Eliot and Charles Williams. She contributed to 
Essays Presented to Charles Williams, edited by Lewis as a posthumous 
tribute from friends. Her series of BBC Radio plays, The Man Born to Be 
King, on the life of Christ, was immensely popular in Britain during the 
Second World War. In this period, thanks to Charles Williams, she 
discovered Dante’s The Divine Comedy, and translated it from medieval 
Italian into fresh, contemporary English (a task completed after her 
death by a close friend, Barbara Reynolds). 



Though a brilliant scholar, Sayers immediately turned from an academic 
life after college to a brief period in teaching and publishing, followed by 
over eight years as an advertising copywriter and “ideas man” (which 
included the creation of the famous Guinness ads). This provided an 
income to support her writing. Her success as a crime novelist 
eventually allowed her to leave advertising and to provide, as an 
unmarried mother, for her young son. Later, she also supported her 
journalist husband whose war wounds increasingly affected his quality 
of life. 

As well as a star of the Golden Age of detective fiction, her robust 
popular theological writings such as The Mind of the Maker (1941) 
revealed a sharp and brilliant mind which, like those of Lewis and G.K. 
Chesterton, delighted in Christian dogma and orthodoxy. As well as her 
BBC Radio dramas, she became author of plays for the stage, books on 
popular theology, on the place of work in understanding our humanity, 
on female emancipation, as well as on the healing of society and culture 
after the destruction of war. 

Her creative imagination and experience of writing was always in some 
way part and parcel of her attractive understanding of Christian creeds 
such as God as Trinity, and the incarnation of Christ, which she 
presented for modern readers. Relatedly she explored divine and human 
creativity. Her exuberant faith was captured in both her fiction and 
nonfiction, written during a life that was far from the quiet confines of 
academia as it existed at that time. 

She was one of several important lay theologians who commanded 
enthusiastic audiences (such as C.S. Lewis, G.K. Chesterton, T.S. Eliot 
and Charles Williams). She revealed the enormous contribution that lay 
theology could make to people’s lives. She had an emphasis, like Lewis, 
on “mere Christianity”, which is why she stuck to the creeds and 
Scripture rather than promoting any particular denomination. 

C.S. Lewis wrote a heartfelt panegyric to Dorothy L. Sayers, which was 
read out at the memorial service shortly after her death, concluding, 
“Let us thank the Author who invented her.”
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