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J O N I  M I T C H E L L ,  

“ B O T H  S I D E S ,  N O W ”  

( W R I T T E N  1 9 6 7 )  

 

Wikipedia – Roberta Joan "Joni" Mitchell CC (née Anderson; born November 7, 1943) is a 

Canadian singer-songwriter and painter. Drawing from folk, pop, rock, classical, and jazz, 

Mitchell's songs often reflect on social and philosophical ideals as well as her feelings about 

romance, womanhood, disillusionment, and joy. She has received many accolades, including 

nine Grammy Awards and induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1997. Rolling Stone 

magazine called her "one of the greatest songwriters ever", and AllMusic has stated, "When the 

dust settles, Joni Mitchell may stand as the most important and influential female recording 

artist of the late 20th century". 

From Apple Music Notes – Joni Mitchell’s second album, Clouds (1969) is the first collection of 

the Joni with whom fans fell in love. Her first album had left off songs she'd written that had 

been successful covers for other artists (such as “Tin Angel,” “Chelsea Morning," and “Both 

Sides Now” – [released first by Judy Collins]), but here she reclaims them as her own. Writing 

of the uncertainties of young love (“I Don’t Know Where I Stand”), mental illness (“I Think I 

Understand”), the allure of "wild ones" (“That Song About the Midway”), and even American 

military actions (“The Fiddle and the Drum”), Mitchell, with unusual harmonic and 

instrumental skills, proved herself a remarkable and superior talent. 

Wikipedia – In March 1970, Clouds [released in 1969] produced her first Grammy Award for 

Best Folk Performance. The following month, Reprise released her third album, Ladies of the 

Canyon. Mitchell's sound was already beginning to expand beyond the confines of acoustic folk 

music and toward pop and rock, with more overdubs, percussion, and backing vocals, and for 

the first time, many songs composed on piano, which became a hallmark of Mitchell's style in 

her most popular era. Her own version of "Woodstock", slower than the cover by Crosby, Stills, 

Nash & Young, was performed solo on a Wurlitzer electric piano. The album also included the 

already-familiar song "The Circle Game" and the environmental anthem "Big Yellow Taxi", 

with its now-famous line, "they paved paradise and put up a parking lot." 

From Apple Music Notes regarding her album, Both Sides Now (released in 2000, when Joni was 

57-years old) – It seems as if all unique vocalists must at some point try their hands at torch 

songs and jazz standards. Working with her ex-husband Larry Klein and orchestra arranger and 

conductor Vince Mendoza, Joni Mitchell here explored songs that she felt “traced the progress 
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of the modern relationship.” Naturally, Mitchell excels at songs where love has hit on a blue 

mood, while touches of joy are felt in the restructuring of two Mitchell classics, “A Case of You” 

and “Both Sides Now.” The album won two Grammy Awards in 2001: Best Traditional Pop 

Vocal Album and, for the title track, Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying 

Vocalist(s). 

LYRICS 

 

The headings that you find interposed throughout the lyrics are mine, which help me get the 

shape of this song’s meanings. 

I REALLY DON’T KNOW CLOUDS – “FROM UP AND DOWN” 

 

Bows and flows of angel hair 

And ice cream castles in the air 

And feather canyons everywhere 

I've looked at clouds that way. 

But now they only block the sun 

They rain and snow on everyone 

So many things I would have done 

But clouds got in my way. 

I've looked at clouds from both sides now 

From up and down, and still somehow 

It's cloud illusions I recall 

I really don't know clouds at all. 

I REALLY DON’T KNOW LOVE – “FROM GIVE AND TAKE” 

 

Moons and Junes and Ferris wheels 

The dizzy dancing way you feel 

As every fairy tale comes real 

I've looked at love that way. 

But now it's just another show 

You leave 'em laughing when you go 
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And if you care, don't let them know 

Don't give yourself away. 

I've looked at love from both sides now 

From give and take, and still somehow 

It's love's illusions I recall 

I really don't know love at all. 

I REALLY DON’T KNOW LIFE – “SOMETHING’S LOST; SOMETHING’S 

GAINED” 

 

Tears and fears and feeling proud 

To say “I love you” right out loud 

Dreams and schemes and circus crowds 

I've looked at life that way. 

Oh but now old friends are acting strange 

They shake their heads, they say I've changed 

Well something's lost but something's gained 

In living every day. 

I've looked at life from both sides now 

From win and lose and still somehow 

It's life's illusions I recall 

I really don't know life at all. 

I've looked at life from both sides now 

From up and down and still somehow 

It's life's illusions I recall 

I really don't know life at all. 

 

 


