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T H E  R E C O L L E C T I O N  R E T R E A T  -  

O V E R V I E W  

 

DATE: Saturday, 15 May 2021 

LOCATION: In the Retreatant’s home via ZOOM, 9 AM to 2:40 PM 

PRESENTER: Father (ret.) Rick Ganz 

PRESIDER: Mary Edmonds 

 

ABOUT WORDS 

 

A RETREATANT is name we give to him or her who, responding to some impetus of the Holy 

Spirit, resolves to “go” on Retreat, and to give himself or herself to what the Retreat asks. 

A DIRECTOR of the Retreat is he or she who “works for” the Director, Who is the third Divine 

Person, the Holy Spirit, which in John’s Gospel is called by Jesus “the other Advocate”: 

John 14 – 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate* to be with 

you always,k 17 the Spirit of truth,* which the world cannot accept, because it neither sees 

 
* Another Advocate: Jesus is the first advocate (paraclete); see 1 Jn 2:1, where Jesus is an advocate in the 

sense of intercessor in heaven. The Greek term derives from legal terminology for an advocate or defense attorney, 

and can mean spokesman, mediator, intercessor, comforter, consoler, although no one of these terms 

encompasses the meaning in John. The Paraclete in John is a teacher, a witness to Jesus, and a prosecutor of the 

world, who represents the continued presence on earth of the Jesus who has returned to the Father. 

k 15:26; Lk 24:49; 1 Jn 2:1. 

* The Spirit of truth: this term is also used at Qumran, where it is a moral force put into a person by God, as 

opposed to the spirit of perversity. It is more personal in John; it will teach the realities of the new order (Jn 

14:26), and testify to the truth (Jn 14:6). While it has been customary to use masculine personal pronouns in 

English for the Advocate, the Greek word for “spirit” is neuter, and the Greek text and manuscript variants 

fluctuate between masculine and neuter pronouns. 
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nor knows it. But you know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you.l 18 I will 

not leave you orphans; I will come to you.*1 

WHAT IS A RETREAT? 

 

A “retreat” as we mean it is a deliberate act of generosity towards God – Who is never outdone 

in generosity – a making of ourselves available to God with the fullest amount of zeal we can 

muster. “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”  

1 Samuel 3 – 7 Samuel did not yet recognize the LORD, since the word of the LORD had 

not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, for the third time. 

Getting up and going to Eli, he said, “Here I am. You called me.” Then Eli understood 

that the LORD was calling the youth. 9 So he said to Samuel, “Go to sleep, and if you are 

called, reply, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” When Samuel went to sleep 

in his place, 10 the LORD came and stood there, calling out as before: Samuel, Samuel! 

Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”2 

This spiritual effort is as much the task of the Retreatant as it is of the Directors This effort of 

real presence and attentiveness to God is what we all have in common during the Retreat. 

To do this at our homes has certain challenges, because our home has so much in it that can 

distract us from making ourselves available to God. And “the fullest amount of zeal” has largely 

to do with making sure that we guard the time set aside for the Retreat. Plan ahead about how 

you will secure your privacy! 

In this case, what we together offer to God on Saturday, from 8:45 AM to around 3 PM, is an 

undivided heart – a single focus of attention for a part of one day; a “silencing” of anything that 

seeks to divide our consciousness (e.g., turning off phones; computers; TV; radio). 

Psalm 86 – 

11 Teach me, LORD, your way  

 
l 16:13; Mt 28:20; 2 Jn 1–2. 

* I will come to you: indwelling, not parousia. 

1 New American Bible, Revised Edition. (Washington, DC: The United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, 2011), Jn 14:16–18. 

2 New American Bible, Revised Edition. (Washington, DC: The United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, 2011), 1 Sa 3:7–10. 
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that I may walk in your truth,f  
single-hearted and revering your name.  

12 I will praise you with all my heart,  
glorify your name forever, Lord my God. 3 
 

THE EXPERIENCE OF TIME 

 

If we direct this Retreat well, in accord with the rhythm of the Holy Spirit and while being alert 

to you, then you will not notice the passage of Time at all. The day will seem to fly by. This is 

important, because it means that we have abided/remained in a place of depth, where 

timelessness touches us. 

John 15 – 4 Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its 

own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. 5 I am 

the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much 

fruit, because without me you can do nothing.4 

THE SCHEDULE 

 

8:45 AM – Log in to ZOOM to say hello to your fellow Retreatants 

9 to 9:30 AM – THE ENTRY THRESHOLD5 - a Painting and John 21:1-14 and Prayer 

9:30 to 10:00 AM – WALKING YOUR THOUGHTS outside and alone 

10:00 to 10:30 AM – AIMING OURSELVES – Memory, History, Significance, Re-collection 

10:30 to 10:50 AM – CONVERSATION 

 
f Ps 25:4; 26:3; 27:11; 119:12, 35; 143:8, 10. 

3 New American Bible, Revised Edition. (Washington, DC: The United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, 2011), Ps 86:11–12. 

4 New American Bible, Revised Edition. (Washington, DC: The United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, 2011), Jn 15:4–5. 

5 The Oxford English Dictionary at “threshold” – “Border, limit (of a region); the line which one crosses in 

entering or exiting.” 
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11:00 to 11:50 AM – FIRST RECOLLECTION - Thanksgiving 

12 Noon to 12:45 PM – Lunch 

12:45 PM to 1 PM – We come back together; check in; enjoy visiting with each other 

1 PM to 2 PM – SECOND RECOLLECTION – Insight into the Pattern 

2:10 PM to 2:35 PM – THE EXIT THRESHOLD - John 16:16-24 and Reflection together 

2:35 PM to 2:40 PM – FINAL BLESSING and GOODBYE  

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

“Recollection” is a 16th century word that meant, and means, “serious concentration of 

thought,” especially in a religious context. Its meaning also, by the early 17th century included 

the accompanying inner disposition needed for such “recollection” to happen: “composure, 

calmness of mind, self-possession.” Finally, by the mid-17th century, “recollection” also meant 

“the action of recalling something to the memory … the mental operation by which objects or 

ideas are revived in the mind.” 

All of these meanings are included in the spiritual exercise we intend for May 15th, Saturday, 9 

AM to 3 PM. The location of the retreat will be your own home (using the ZOOM platform). 

The year 2020 has been profoundly unsettled, and unsettling, for all of us. It was about loss … 

and gain. But in order for us to know “what happened”, we must know how effectively to 

“recollect”. It is not about us “remembering everything” - this, that, and the other thing - but 

about gaining the ability to grasp what specifically we “lost” and what specifically we “gained”. 

And THIS great achievement of understanding can best be accomplished when a group of 

people seek in the Holy Spirit to help one another get there. 

Rick Ganz will lead us. Or better, the Holy Spirit will lead us and Rick will work to keep us 

attentive to that divine action at work throughout the day. 

Join us for the day. We will look after you - Rick and Mary and Tara, making sure that we have 

the pacing right - the conversations, the quiet time, the time for lunch and a walk, etc. And 

when Rick judges that we are “full”, he will bring the day to a conclusion. 

 


