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M A R O O N  5 1 –  “ M E M O R I E S ”  

 

Wikipedia – The band's lead singer, Adam Levine explained: "This song is for anyone who has 

ever experienced loss. In other words, this song is for all of us." The song is based on the loss of 

the band's manager and Levine's friend, Jordan Feldstein who died on December 22, 2017, 

from pulmonary embolism. According to guitarist, James Valentine: "It’s a different kind of 

song for us…It’s an important song for us. You know, we experienced some loss in the last 

couple of years. We lost our longtime manager, Jordan Feldstein. We heard the skeleton of this 

song and thought it matched where we were at." In an interview of The Howard Stern Show, 

Levine said: "I needed this song", he continued: "In a world that's increasingly chaotic and 

crazy and angry in a lot of ways... rather than fight about things, it's nice to have a common 

ground and all of us have had loss... [It's about loss] and celebrate them too, which I think 

it's important". 

Maroon 5 released this song as a single, perhaps in homage to the life, and then death, of their 

longtime manager, Jordan Feldstein. 

 

[CHORUS] 

Here's to the ones that we got 

Cheers to the wish you were here, but you're not 

'Cause the drinks bring back all the memories 

Of everything we've been through 

Toast to the ones here today 

Toast to the ones that we lost on the way 

'Cause the drinks bring back all the memories 

And the memories bring back, memories bring back you 

 
1 The note about Maroon 5 at Lyrics.com – “Maroon 5 is an American pop rock band from Los Angeles, 

California. While they were in high school, lead vocalist and guitarist Adam Levine, keyboardist Jesse Carmichael, 

bass guitarist Mickey Madden, and drummer Ryan Dusick formed a garage band called Kara's Flowers and 

released one album in 1997. After a brief period they re-formed with guitarist James Valentine, and pursued a new, 

more pop-oriented direction as Maroon 5. In 2002 they released their debut album Songs About Jane, which 

contained four hit singles: "Harder to Breathe", "This Love", "She Will Be Loved" and "Sunday Morning"; it also 

enjoyed major chart success, going gold, platinum, and triple platinum in many countries around the world.” 



NOTES BY RICHARD GANZ 2 

 

[VERSE 1] 

There's a time that I remember, when I did not know no pain 

When I believed in forever, and everything would stay the same 

Now my heart feel like December when somebody say your name 

'Cause I can't reach out to call you, but I know I will one day, yeah 

 

[PRE-CHORUS] 

Everybody hurts sometimes 

Everybody hurts someday, ayy-ayy 

But everything gon' be alright 

Go and raise a glass and say, ayy 

[CHORUS] 

Here's to the ones that we got 

Cheers to the wish you were here, but you're not 

'Cause the drinks bring back all the memories 

Of everything we've been through 

Toast to the ones here today 

Toast to the ones that we lost on the way 

'Cause the drinks bring back all the memories 

And the memories bring back, memories bring back you 

[POST-CHORUS] 

Doo-doo, doo-doo-doo-doo 

Doo-doo-doo-doo, doo-doo-doo-doo 

Doo-doo-doo-doo, doo-doo-doo 

Memories bring back, memories bring back you 

[VERSE 2] 

There's a time that I remember when I never felt so lost 

When I felt all of the hatred was too powerful to stop (Ooh, yeah) 

Now my heart feel like an ember and it's lighting up the dark 

I'll carry these torches for ya that you know I'll never drop, yeah 

[PRE-CHORUS] 

Everybody hurts sometimes 

Everybody hurts someday, ayy-ayy 
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But everything gon' be alright 

Go and raise a glass and say, ayy 

[CHORUS] 

Here's to the ones that we got (Oh, oh) 

Cheers to the wish you were here, but you're not 

'Cause the drinks bring back all the memories 

Of everything we've been through (No, no) 

Toast to the ones here today (Ayy) 

Toast to the ones that we lost on the way 

'Cause the drinks bring back all the memories (Ayy) 

And the memories bring back, memories bring back you 

[POST-CHORUS] 

Doo-doo, doo-doo-doo-doo 

Doo-doo-doo-doo, doo-doo-doo-doo 

Doo-doo-doo-doo, doo-doo-doo 

Memories bring back, memories bring back you 

Doo-doo, doo-doo-doo-doo 

Doo-doo-doo-doo, doo-doo-doo-doo (Ooh, yeah) 

Doo-doo-doo-doo, doo-doo-doo 

Memories bring back, memories bring back you 

[OUTRO] 

Yeah, yeah, yeah 

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, no, no 

Memories bring back, memories bring back you 

 


