
 

T HE  S E V E N  G I FT S  O F T HE  HO LY  S P I R I T  

I developed the idea that the Seven Gifts are intrinsically about the constitution of profound 

relationship – unity through Love is what the Trinity is. My idea is that the Seven are an 

integral, heuristic structure of habits – the holy habits of Friendship; doing relationship as 

God does relationship.  And so “integral” means that each of the Seven Gifts is dynamically interrelated with the other six; and “heuristic” means that the structure operates for the sake of finding, and 

establishing, an unknown; i.e., a friendship with someone hitherto unknown, or once 

known, a friendship sustained through these holy habits; and “habits” indicate that the structure is not a structure of “states” but of “activities” that function in stable and 
predictable ways. 

ISAIAH 11:1-3 

 

The Ideal Davidic King* 

1 But a shoot shall sprout from the stump* of Jesse,  

and from his roots a bud shall blossom.a  
2 *The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:b  

a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  

A spirit of counsel and of strength,  

a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,  
3 and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. 1 

                                                      
* Here Isaiah looks forward to a new Davidide who will realize the ancient ideals (see Ps 72). The 

oracle does not seem to have a particular historical person in mind. 

* Shoot … stump: the imagery suggests the bankruptcy of the monarchy as embodied in the historical 

kings, along with the need for a new beginning, to spring from the very origin from which David and his 

dynasty arose. Jesse: David’s father (cf. 1 Sm 16:1–13). 

a Is 4:2; 53:2; Jer 23:5–6; 33:14–16; Zec 3:8; 6:12; Rev 22:16. 

* The source of the traditional names of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The Septuagint and the Vulgate 

read “piety” for “fear of the Lord” in its first occurrence, thus listing seven gifts. 

b Is 42:1; 1 Sm 16:13; Mt 3:16; Mk 1:10; Jn 1:32. 

1 New American Bible, Revised Edition. (Washington, DC: The United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, 2011), Is 11:1–3. 



My thesis is that the order of these Gifts is not random. 

THE SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Wisdom 

Understanding 

Counsel 

Courage 

Knowledge Fear (Septuagint and Vulgate translate “piety”) 

Delight I prefer to let the first “Fear” mean fear, not piety. And for the second “fear,” I argue that the 
point is the felt proof in a person of the presence of the Holy Spirit: delight, or better, JOY. 
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